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Timurid dynasty corroded his chest. Grandsons Khusrau, Parvez
and Khurram held out a ray of hope, but they were too young, he
felt, to be able to hold their own against the ambitious go-getters
lurking in the wings. And he bemoaned that there was no Bairam
around to save the empire from falling apart. The clean-shaven
face of Brahmin Parmanand haunted him.